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Washington, D.C.—U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), Vice-Chair of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection, released the following statement after the new lead standard and ban on dangerous phthalates became effective today as part of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA).  Lead and phthalates, a plastic softening chemical, are found in many children's products, including toys, teething rings and jewelry.  High levels of lead and dangerous phthalates have been known to cause serious injury, developmental problems, and even death in children.

“Parents everywhere can breathe a sign of relief today when the new lead safety standard and ban on dangerous phthalates finally goes into effect.  For far too long, parents have been virtually on their own, with the exception of some help from a few consumer groups, in trying to determine which products are safe for their children.  The new lead safety standard and ban on dangerous phthalates will save lives and prevent injuries by removing toxic products from store shelves.

One hundred and eighty days ago, parents finally got the help they needed when the CPSIA was signed into law.  For the first time in a generation, parents are finally able to look to the government to ensure that the products they purchase for their children are safe.  Not only does the new law ban lead and dangerous phthalates, but it also requires mandatory testing and safety standards.  While we have more to do to protect children and other consumers against dangerous products, this is an important step. 

I look forward to working with the Obama Administration as they rebuild the CPSC under the leadership of a new CPSC Chair who will be committed to the effective enforcement of this new law and to the mission of consumer protection.”
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