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Like the Sun-Times [''Congressional spending bill is 'endless trouble' in the making,'' editorial,
Nov. 29], I opposed the massive spending bill, and I was certain that, without carefully
examining it, I might be voting for inappropriate, irresponsible or even embarrassing provisions.
Sure enough, that was the case. To give just one example, taxpayer privacy was obliterated
because of a few sentences hidden deep inside the 3,000-page document. 

  

But this bill is not about ''lazy legislators'' who pass ''important bills without reading them.'' It is
actually about the growing abuse of power by Speaker J. Dennis Hastert and the Republican
leadership in the House of Representatives. 

  

Although it contained controversial changes to the law that were only known to a handful of
powerful Republicans, my colleagues and I were given only a few hours to read the bill that
funds everything from after-school programs to veterans health care before we were asked to
vote on it. Not even the most accomplished speed-reader could have gotten through the bill in
time, which is exactly what its authors were counting on. 

  

The Republican leadership accomplished this by forcing through a ''martial law'' waiver that
requires a same-day vote on critical bills. This was not an isolated case. Republicans have used
the same procedure to ram through other major legislation, including the Medicare prescription
drug bill, the energy bill and the defense authorization bill. 

  

Democrats are demanding that Republicans obey House rules that require that members of
Congress have a minimum of three days to read legislation before voting on it. The problem is
not that elected officials should ''learn to read''; it's that they need more time to read. To make
that happen, the speaker and Republican leadership must stop the growing abuse of power that
leads to legislative steamrolling. 
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Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) 
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