House Dems Choosing Sides

House Dems Choosing Sides

By Hans Nichols

The Hill

April 6, 2005

The race to be the next vice chair of the House Democratic caucus accelerated yesterday when Rep. Je
The vice-chair position will be vacated when the current occupant, Rep. Jim Clyburn (S.C.), seeks to be
Rep. John Larson (Conn.), the third candidate in the race for vice chair, did not return phone calls by pre
Signaling her intent to represent all wings of the caucus, Schakowsky tapped Rep. Jerry Costello (lIl.), a
"It's a broad-based whip team. That's one of the values of Jerry Costello, a middle-of-the-roader," Schak
As a lawmaker who is close with House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and is an official membe
Before Crowley's late-afternoon announcement of his support from his fellow New Yorkers, Schakowsky
Schakowsky's list of supporters is laden with lawmakers from the progressive wing of the party and inclt
The following 24 members will act as her whips: Melissa Bean (lll.) Sherrod Brown (Ohio), Lois Capps ({
"These people represent a broad array of the caucus," Schakowsky said. "A lot of people on those lists |

Schakowsky and Crowley differed on whether yesterday's public releases would force more lawmakers
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"This may give people the confidence to declare themselves," Schakowsky said.

But Crowley said he wasn't certain how unannounced lawmakers would react to the growing rolls of dec
"We're going to be with this for a long haul. I've said all along that this is a marathon and not a sprint," he
Couching his New York support in terms of personality and not policy, Crowley said that the diversity of
Crowley already had the backing of the other three members of his 20-member home-state delegation.
"We all come with different backgrounds," he said.

"Ultimately it comes down to relationship with people over the years. Personality has as much to do with
He singled out Charlie Rangel (N.Y.) as one of his key supporters, indicating that he planned to use him
Schakowsky also said that her supporters would be trying to persuade their friends to support her candi
"These are people that are publicly willing to do more outreach independent of me, to their allies and the

In addition to the New Yorkers, Crowley's list of supporters includes Artur Davis (Ala.), Al Green (Texas)
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