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It looked like an exciting new toy--a squishy liquid-filled ball you can swing from a rubber
cord--but 5-year-old Andrew Lipin of Skokie found his yo-yo water ball to be anything but fun. 

  

Andrew was nearly strangled in July when he swung the toy lasso-style, accidentally winding it
four times around his neck. 

  

"He ran to me in my kitchen and said, 'Cut, cut,' in this really faint voice," said his mother Lisa
Lipin. "Just imagine a rubber band around your neck." 

  

She prevented serious injury by stretching and pulling the toy over Andrew's face and head. 

  

Lisa Lipin has since been on a mission to get yo-yo water balls off store shelves. 

  

The toys already are banned in Australia, the United Kingdom and France, and Canada has
issued a safety warning. 

  

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is investigating the toys, spokesman Ken Giles
said Monday. Giles would not say how many complaints have been received. 
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Consumers who have had a problem with the toys are encouraged to file a complaint on the
agency's Web site, http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.cpsc.gov , or by
calling toll-free (800) 638-2772. 

  

Last week, U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Evanston), the ranking Democrat on the House
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection, joined the fight, telling the
CPSC she was "disturbed" by the reported dangers. 

  

Yo-yo water balls consist of a liquid-filled ball suspended from a rubber cord, which can stretch
four or five feet when the ball is thrown. The ball then snaps back, much like regular yo-yo. 

  

They are distributed by numerous companies and are available in a wide variety of styles, from
glow-in-the-dark to sports themes to bright neon colors. They retail for as little as 99 cents. 

  

The toys sometimes are sold with just the plastic wrapping and a "made in China" label, Lipin
said. 

  

The toys present several dangers to kids, according to the http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_si
te?ln_url=http://www.keepkidshealthy.com
pediatrics Web site. Among the concerns: they are made from diesel hydrocarbons and are
flammable; they are poisonous, and they pose a choking hazard because they are hard to
remove once they're tightly around a child's neck. 

  

Lipin's family got one at a flea market in Florida for about $1 and another as a birthday party
favor. 

  

Lipin has succeeded in getting a local shoe store and gift shop to stop selling the toy and
convinced Skokie School District 68 to inform all school parents about the potential dangers. 
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"Had I not been here, I don't even want to think of what would have happened to him," she said.
"Because there was absolutely no way that he would have been able to remove it himself."
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