
Energy & Commerce: Opening Statement – Hearing on “GM and Chrysler Dealership Closures and Restructuring”

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hearing.

  

The circumstances that bring us here today are unfortunate.

  

Despite signs that the economic downturn has slowed and may even be turning around.  Many
Americans are still unemployed or fearful of losing their jobs.  For some, that fear is very real.

  

Two iconic American companies here today – Chrysler and GM – are closing more than 2,000
dealerships nationwide, with potential job losses numbering in the hundreds of thousands.  This
move will impact every state and city in the U.S.

  

On Tuesday, 789 Chrysler dealerships closed their doors (including two in Chicago).  About
2,500 GM dealers will close by the end of next year.

  

There are three GM dealers in my district and another four nearby that my constituents depend
on.  There has been no public announcement of whether any of those businesses will close but
the employees and their families go to sleep every night wondering what news will come in the
morning.

  

I am glad that this committee will have the opportunity to review how the decisions were made
to close certain dealerships.

  

Closures of local businesses of this magnitude will severely harm communities and local
economies already strained.  Nationwide, these closures have an exponentially larger effect.

  

We must determine whether the process used for deciding whether and which dealers to close
was fair to all involved.  We also must begin to think about how to assist those who have lost or
will lose their jobs.
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In addition, we must look to the future of our nation’s historic auto industry.

  

I have no doubt that these brands will be able to make a comeback building and selling the cars
and trucks of the future – ones that are energy efficient, innovative, and uniquely American.

  

Also, while this may not be the primary focus of this hearing, it has been brought to my attention
that there are concerns about how GM and Chrysler’s restructuring will affect injury and liability
claims from current customers.  I think this issue is important and is something we may want to
consider in the future.

  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back.
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