Congress of the Mnited States
MWashington, DC 20515

May 14, 2020

Mr. Jim Buckmaster
CEO

Craigslist

1381 9th Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94122

Dear Mr. Buckmaster:

As Americans engage in social distancing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, millions
of consumers have turned to online marketplaces to order much-needed items.! With this
unprecedented demand propelling e-commerce platforms like Craigslist to serve as a main source
of products, it is especially imperative that the products sold on your platform do not pose as
serious risks to consumers. But products that have been deemed unsafe and deadly to infants are
still available for purchase on Craigslist.? We write urging Craigslist to immediately stop the
sale of infant inclined sleep products on your online marketplace amidst strong scientific
evidence that these products are inherently dangerous.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) warned consumers last October to
“stop using infant sleep products with inclined seat backs of more than 10 degrees.”® These
products, which position newborns and babies at an incline greater than 10 degrees to sleep,
conflict with long-standing safe sleep recommendations that babies should only sleep on a firm,
flat surface, free of any extra bedding.* The continued presence of these products on your
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marketplace is confusing to caregivers and puts babies’ lives at grave risk. Other major retailers
and online marketplaces already updated their policies to ban all infant inclined sleep products
months ago.

To date, infant inclined sleepers have been linked to at least 92 infant fatalities and more
than 1,000 incidents, including serious injuries.® Since infant deaths linked to these products
were first publicly reported in April 2019, the CPSC has recalled more than five million infant
inclined sleepers.’

In addition, a recent study commissioned by the CPSC, which found that none of the
inclined sleep products tested are safe for infant sleep, adds to the growing body of evidence that
infant inclined sleepers are not safe.® Based on the study’s results, the CPSC issued a warning to
parents and caregivers to stop using all infant inclined sleepers.® The Commission also voted
unanimougly to publish a proposed rule that would effectively prohibit all infant inclined sleep
products.t

Several major retailers, including Amazon, Buy Buy Baby, eBay, and Walmart, have
already removed all infant inclined sleepers from their stores and/or online marketplaces, in
recognition of the overwhelming research that infant inclined sleepers are inherently unsafe.!
Unlike these retailers, Craigslist has failed to take any action to stop the sale of these dangerous
products on its platform. No product that can rob an infant of his or her life should be for sale in
the United States. In this time when Americans see rising death tolls due to the Coronavirus, we
urge you to do your part to keep babies safe.
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We appreciate your attention to this important safety matter. We respectfully request a
response no later than May 28", 2020, on whether you will pull all infant inclined sleep products
from your platforms.

Sincerely,
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