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Acting Commissioner Nancy A. Berryhill
Social Security Administration

6401 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21235

Dear Commissioner Berryhill,

We are dismayed that the Social Security Administration has pursued anti-labor policies in contract negotiations
with the union representing its 45,000 employees, the American Federation of Government Employees, AFL-
CIO (AFGE).

We are deeply concerned that the Social Security Administration may have deliberately precipitated a
breakdown in negotiations by insisting on proposals that are both extreme and similar in anti-union tone to
certain provisions of Executive Orders 13836, 13837, and 13839. They include:

1) eviction of the union from its tiny offices in SSA buildings;

2) confiscation of all computers, laptops and printers used by employees in their representational
duties; and

3) denying employees, in their capacity as union representatives, the ability to assist other employees
on work time unless management agrees in advance to allow them to do so.

Such extreme proposals make it appear that the Social Security Administration is seeking to circumvent the
order of the United States District Court, that enjoined many provisions of the Executive Orders.

We insist that the Social Security Administration return to the bargaining table and resume collective
bargaining with the American Federation of Government Employees, AFL-CIO (AFGE) Social Security
employees. If implemented by SSA, these proposals will diminish labor protections and the collective
bargaining rights that Congress intended, and will have a severe, destabilizing effect on agency operations and
employee morale and SSA’s ability to deliver timely and efficient services to the elderly and persons with
disabilities.

We strongly urge SSA to return to the bargaining table and negotiate a fair labor contract in good faith with the
American Federation of Government Employees. We look forward to hearing from you soon as to what actions
SSA is taking to ensure its compliance with the District Court’s order and a plan to return the parties to the
bargaining table for bona fide good faith bargaining.

Thank you for your consideration.
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