Congress of the United States
MWashington, D 20515

April 19,2016
The Honorable Paul D. Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House House Minority Leader
H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Harold Rogers The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
Chairman Ranking Member
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
H-305, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader Pelosi, Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Lowey:

We urge you to bring forward spending bills without divisive policy riders to fund the federal
government in Fiscal Year (FY) 2017. At a time when our country is confronting a range of urgent
challenges, it is critical that the House of Representatives works expeditiously to complete the
appropriations process. We believe clean bills — free of controversial policy provisions — represent
the best chance to advance appropriations legislation through “regular order” and avoid another
harmful political impasse.

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 provided a framework for the House to consider and pass
individual appropriations bills for FY 2017. We are deeply concerned, however, that adding
controversial policy provisions to these bills would derail the appropriations process and provoke a
needless standoff that could undermine our national security and economic stability. Instead of
reviving the threat of another government shutdown or forcing a continuing resolution, we encourage
you to act in the best traditions of the House and the best interest of our country by advancing
appropriations bills free of contentious and divisive policy provisions.

Sincerely,

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Sois 0. Motz

Doris O. Matsui
Member of Congress
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