Congress of the United States

Washington, D.EC. 20515
July 9, 2018

The Honorable Donald Trump
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to three Executive Orders you issued on May
25 that would undermine collective bargaining, union representation and whistleblower
protections for federal workers. We join with members of Congress on both sides of the aisles
who are asking you to rescind those Orders, which we do not believe comply with existing law.

Our constituents rely on federal workers for a wide range of services, from providing Social
Security benefits to promoting child and maternal health. Federal workers help small businesses
grow, providing critical job training and educational assistance. They are scientists, firefighters,
nurses, economists and mechanics. They keep our air and water clean and our communities safe.
More than 40 percent of federal workers are women, nearly 40 percent are people of color, and
more than 30 percent are veterans.

Federal workers are public servants who deserve the workplace rights and protections that
last month’s Executive Orders would take away. Those Orders are unfair and will make it harder
to attract and retain a qualified federal workforce.

Specifically, we are deeply concerned about language that would severely restrict the ability
of union representatives to function and to represent federal workers who may be the subject of
improper political pressure, retaliation for whistleblowing activities, sexual harassment, or other
inappropriate actions. Arbitrary limits on the use of official time and restrictions on the ability of
workers to receive assistance in challenging adverse actions mean that federal employees will
effectively lose due process rights and representation. The Executive Orders require agencies to
reopen collective bargaining agreements, make it easier for political appointees to retaliate
against employees, and create an atmosphere in which federal workers who report fraud or abuse
have reason to fear termination, without the right to file a grievance.

Again, we believe that the May 25 Executive Orders are unfair to federal workers and will
greatly impede the mission of federal agencies to serve our constituents and our country. We
urge you to act immediately to rescind them.

Sincerely, i
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Member of Congress
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