@ongress of the United States
HWashington, 8¢ 20515

October 8, 2020

The Honorable Donald J. Trump The Honorable Mike Pompeo
The White House U.S. Department of State
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20520

Dear President Trump and Secretary Pompeo:

We are outraged over reports that the Administration intends to cut refugee admissions to
15,000 for Fiscal Year 2021 after failing to fulfill its statutory obligation to consult with
Congress by September 30t.1 This decision is unconscionable in a world where nearly one
person is forcibly displaced from their home every two seconds. We call on you to reverse your
decision and increase the Presidential Determination to at least 110,000 for FY 2021.

For several years now, the world has been grappling with the largest refugee crisis in
recorded history. Over 79 million people were displaced at the end of 2019, and 100 million
people were newly displaced during the last decade.?2 Over twenty-six million of those displaced
are refugees, around 40% of whom are children.® Throughout our nation’s history, the U.S. has
been a beacon of hope and sanctuary for those fleeing for their lives. Refugees are the most
thoroughly vetted people who enter our borders, undergoing a strict, often multi-year, screening
process, ensuring that they pose no national security threat to our communities.

Since enactment of the bipartisan Refugee Act of 1980, the average annual goal for
refugee admissions has been 95,000. In Fiscal Year 2016, the U.S. resettled approximately
85,000 refugees, and the Presidential Determination for Fiscal Year 2017 was 110,000. During
the worst refugee crisis in history, these resettlement numbers pale in comparison to the support
our allies are providing and that our moral leadership commands. Since President Trump signed
Executive Order 13769 in 2017, the number of refugees coming to the U.S. each month has
sharply dropped. Australia, Norway, Canada, Sweden, and Finland all accept more refugees per
capita than the United States. Failingto do our part to alleviate this crisis undermines our
nation’s leadership, diplomacy, foreign policy, and national security.

Your Administration’s Fiscal Year 2020 Presidential Determination (PD) of 18,000 was
already the lowest number ever set by the U.S. This comes after a previousrecord low of 30,000

1 Nick Miroff, “Trump cuts refugee cap to lowest level ever, depicts them on campaign trailas a threat and burden,”
The Washington Post, Oct. 1, 2020 availableat https:/mww.washingtonpost.com/immigration/trump-cuts-refugee-
cap/2020/10/01/a5113b62-03ed-11eb-8879-76630816bfa5_story.html

2 UNHCR, Figuresat a Glance, June 18, 2020, available at https:/Aww.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.ntml
1d.



for Fiscal Year 2019. These are gross failures of our country’s moral and diplomatic leadership,
scorned across the world. Cutting refugee admissionsto 15,000 would mark yet another
unprecedented abdication of leadership.

Your decision to cut the PD for Fiscal Year 2021 runs counter to the longstanding,
bipartisan tradition of welcoming those in need of refuge. We reiterate our call for youto
increase the Presidential Determination for Refugee Admissions to at least 110,000 without
delay. Our future as a leader on the global stage dependson it.
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